
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, March 5, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo and 
Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay    Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Joanne D. 
Palmieri; Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the Minutes of the 
February 11, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Art Cyr.   Mr. Cyr commented on the proposed budget.  He was very happy to note that the Town 
Manager included in his budget a million dollars for the parks and $300,000 to start a lighting program.  It 
is Mr. Cyr’s opinion that the leagues shouldn’t have to pay to seed the fields as they are town facilities, 
although he does think that concession stands should be the leagues’ responsibility.  Mr. Cyr believes that 
the board should make a presentation to the Town Council (they have a meeting on Monday night) 
regarding all the Park and Recreation programs.  It’s important for them to understand how many great 
programs are sponsored through this department.  He believes they should know how many kids are 
involved, both boys and girls, in the sports programs.  Mr. Cyr also commented that the programs are 
helping to keep kids healthy and not obese.  Kids in these programs are also not prone to get in trouble 
with alcohol or drugs because they don’t have time for that.  Mr. Cyr believes that board members should 
go to the meeting and show their support; otherwise, he thinks some things could get cut from the budget. 
 
Chairman Fasulo responded to some comments made by Mr. Cyr regarding the board’s involvement in 
the budget process.  He said they are working on a plan to make a recommendation about responsibility 
for the fields and buildings so there is a clear distinction as to what the town pays for and what the 
leagues are responsible for.  Commissioner Kanute added that board members met with the Town 
Manager about the lighting issue.  There was discussion regarding maintenance of the fields in town.  
Commissioner Kanute believes that one group should be in charge of all fields for the town which would 
reduce redundancy in equipment, i.e., town and BOE.  Commissioner Romano’s opinion is we don’t want 
to see the Park Department be entirely responsible for the fields.  There is a great community of 
participants for the fields.  It has to remain a partnership.  He commented on the group that does 
Panthorn; it is incredible. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on Music on the Green.  Currently our sponsorships are pretty much secured for all 
14 shows.  We also have some would-be sponsors waiting in the wings.  We may have them share a band 
once we get the bands scheduled.  Mr. Lapreay is setting dates for the playground program, tennis 
program and Kids Series.  In a couple of weeks he has a softball meeting with the managers.  He will 
keep the board posted.  In response to a question, there has been positive response on the bats.  Bus trips 
have been slow so far.  Hopefully as the weather gets warmer it will start picking up. 
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Mr. Lapreay had two topics he wished to discuss with the board.  One is about athletic field lighting.  He 
spoke with Garry Brumback and $300,000 was put into the budget pending approval.  If approved, Mr. 
Lapreay would be working with Mark Sciota on an RFP that would be national.  The RFP would include 
the soccer fields, midget football field at the drive-in site and Western Little League.  Commissioner 
Romano said Massarelli Field should be included as they are also interested.  Mr. Lapreay went to the 
Western Little League board meeting last night and explained the process.  They are starting their fund 
raising. 
 
The other item is a Parks Master Plan.  The Town Manager put a lot of money into the budget to start 
Memorial Park this year hopefully.  Mr. Lapreay, Mike Manware and Steve Wlodkowski met with two 
design companies, and they gave us their proposals for three parks, starting with Memorial as it is in the 
worst condition, then Recreation Park, then Panthorn.  The companies provided base prices.  Mr. Lapreay 
passed out copies to the board members.  The board would be able to pick and choose from the proposal.  
Board members felt it would be worth the price. 
 
Mr. Lapreay reported that he has been busy booking leagues at the turf field.  Currently soccer is on there 
March through June with about 30 dates for practices and games.  Lacrosse will start in March on 
Sundays.  Memorial football will be there in the fall for their Sunday games.  It is going good working 
with Eric Swallow.  Commissioner DeFeo said the website is also working well.  People can check to see 
if there is availability for the field.  Western League responded that once their schedule is made up they 
will open up their fields as needed. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo said he received a call from a person from the South League commenting that they 
are losing some players.  About 20 North players are going to the new AAU team.  It will take away from 
the Rec leagues.  There is nothing we can do about it; it is a national trend. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware was not in attendance but a brief report was in the meeting packet.  If anyone has any 
questions, call or email him.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS:   
Commissioner Kanute said he is excited with the new energy we seem to have going and started thinking 
about grants.  He contacted ex-captain Lombardo who used to write grants for the Police Department.  
After searching grants, they came up with some fairly sizable ones that we may qualify for.  
Commissioner Kanute already requested 12 application packets and may have a couple more.  The grants 
are for various things.  Once you complete the application (he will need some help from the town on 
pieces), they will tell us if we qualify for the grants.  He expects to have more information in the next 
couple of months.  Commissioner Romano said if we are thinking of going beyond investigation, we need 
to make sure the Town Council is aware of it.  That is very important.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Youth Sport Leagues.  Chairman Fasulo said he put this item on the agenda.  We received a request 
forwarded by the Town Manager.  The BOF is interested in getting minutes and budgets from all the 
leagues.  Mr. Lapreay said out of 11 leagues we give subsidies to, 7 or 8 have information on their 
websites already including bylaws, monthly meeting minutes, etc.  He passed out a copy of the email to 
the board.  He will reach out to the leagues.  Some may not have a formal website but may send him the 
information which he would share with board members.  Commissioner Kanute commented that for the 
wrestling league, there are no bylaws or minutes.  He and his assistant meet twice a year.  Chairman 
Fasulo said he would like as a board to be able to enforce what they are supposed to be doing as far as 
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voting rights, etc.  Commissioner Romano said we should reinforce to all the leagues that they have to be 
public and make sure everyone is treated fairly. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Ice Rink Maintenance.  Commissioner DeFeo said he received a call tonight regarding the ice rink.  
The person was concerned about the maintenance of the rink.  He said it needs some water to smooth out 
the bumps.  Mr. Lapreay said his office received a call today also, possibly from the same person.  He will  
let Mr. Manware know, and he can contact the Water Department about it.  The Water Department 
provides the water for the rink. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Romano and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:55 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


